PRESS RELEASE
Exceptionally mild temperatures are preventing formation of a sufficiently thick, stable ice layer

Ice is too thin: 28th St. Moritz Polo World Cup on Snow 2012
cannot go ahead
St. Moritz, 16 January 2012 – The ice covering Lake St. Moritz is too thin. For this reason, the
St. Moritz Lake Commission has decided not to grant clearance for erection of the infrastructure on
the surface of the lake. The risk of the ice collapsing is too great. For the first time in the
tournament’s 28-year history, the St. Moritz Polo World Cup on Snow has had to be cancelled due to
the weather conditions.
After various load-bearing-capacity tests on the iced-over surface of Lake St. Moritz, the safety experts
reached the conclusion today that, for safety reasons, they cannot grant clearance for erection of the
necessary tournament infrastructure on the surface of the lake. The regulations on the use of the surface ice
are strict: the ice across the whole lake must be no thinner than 20 centimetres. Each square metre must be
able to bear up to 350 kilograms. If these requirements are not met, no structures can be erected on the
lake. “We were hoping for a last-minute change in the weather so that a few nights at sub-zero temperatures
could freeze the lake sufficiently. Unfortunately Mother Nature has let us down,” comments Bernhard
Pöllinger, Head of Sports & Infrastructure at St. Moritz Polo Corporation. For the first time in the tournament’s
28-year history, the St. Moritz Polo World Cup on Snow and its programme of related events have had to be
cancelled. This comes as a big disappointment to the organisers, sponsors, partners and players, as many
thousands of working hours have already been devoted to the World Cup. “At this point, I would like to thank
our sponsors Cartier, Deutsche Bank/Sal. Oppenheim, Ralph Lauren and BMW for their great and inspiring
partnership,” states St. Moritz Polo Corporation’s CEO, Urs E. Schwarzenbach.

No adequate alternative to the lake
World Cup preparations had been in full swing up to today. Everything was perfectly on schedule, and all
involved were ready to start erecting the tents on the surface of the lake. As it became clear that the lake
was freezing over more slowly than in other years, the event organisers explored various alternatives to the
lake. However, there was no convincing Plan B. “Lake St. Moritz as a venue is unique in the world, and it is
not possible to find an adequate substitute in such a short time,” explains Urs E. Schwarzenbach.
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About St. Moritz Polo AG
St. Moritz Polo AG is a leading international expert in the field of equestrianism. The services provided cover the
conception, planning and execution of polo events such as the world-renowned St. Moritz Polo World Cup on Snow. The
team that manages St. Moritz Polo AG has in-depth knowledge of the equestrian world, tournament organisation,
infrastructure, hospitality, sponsorship and marketing, acquired over the last three decades. St. Moritz Polo AG’s main
objective is the promotion of polo worldwide, and in particular in Switzerland. It places great emphasis on the fulfilment of
high standards in the handling of horses – on the playing field as well as regarding the keeping and breeding of the
animals. All the AG’s actions are geared towards the responsible and appropriate handling of horses. Animal welfare
takes priority in all its activities. This also forms the basis of all its cooperation with partner organisations.
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